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NRCS - Helping People Help the
Land

Mission Statement

We deliver conservation solutions so agricultural producers can protect
natural resources and feed a growing world.
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Locally Led Conservation

L ocal Service Centers
approx. 2,300

State and Territorial Offices

P

National Headquarters
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Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

* |RA does not create any new programs

« |IRA provides NRCS with $19.5 billion in additional funds for its existing
conservation programs
« Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
« Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
« Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)
« Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)
e Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA).

« |RA invests $300 million to support USDA'’s broader Measuring,
Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MMRYV) efforts.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS
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A Foundation in Science
* NRCS delivers science-based information...

* To evaluate Natural Resources Concerns
* Soll
 Water
o Air
* Plants
* Animals
 Energy
* Soils Data
« e-Field Office Technical Guide (FOTQG)

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS


https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/field-office-technical-guides
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Delivery of Science
...to help customers effectively manage their natural resources.

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
— u. EPARTMENT O

 Conservation Practice Standards Climate -Smart Agriculture

and Forestry (CSAF) Mitigation

° . )
e Engeineerin e e
) Enhancement Ac 3
311 Alley Cropping (acres) None Available
° ° 313 | WasteStorage Facility (number) —
. - *  Used toimplement compost bedded- None Available
pack®
314 Brush Management (acres) E314A | Brush management toimprove wildlife habitat
«  Used toremove woody invasive
vegetationin arid regions and the —
315 | Herbaceous Weed Treatment (acres) E315A |+ treatment to ired pl —
e Used { desired ds d jith the ecological site E—
317 | Composting Facility (number) None Available J—
327 Conservation Cover (acres) E327A | Conservation cover for pollinators and beneficial insects P
E327B | Establish Monarch butterfly habitat p—
E327C | Wildlife habil Hing broodit
328 Conservation Crop Rotation (acres) E328A | Resource conserving crop rotation
E328B | Improved resource conserving crop rotation
ssseson
E328E | Soil health crop rotation
E328F | Modifications to improve soil health and increase soil organic matter aasing
E326H | C i i on of salts
E328N | Intercropping toimprove soil health -
E3280 | Perennial grain crop conservation rotation
329 | Residue and Tillage Management,No Till | E329A | Notill to reduce sail erosion
E329B | Notill to reduce tillage induced particulate matter h—
E329C | Notill toincrease plant-available moisture b
E£329D | No till system to increase soil health and soil organic matter content
E329E | Notill to reduce energy
332 Contour Buffer Strips (acres) None Available
336 | Soil Carbon Amendment (acres) None Available
338 Prescribed Burning (acres)
+  Toreduce wildfire hazards in forest None Available
systems at risk of wildfire’? —_—
FARMERS GOV/CLIMATE-SMART

CSAF Mitigation Activity List FY25

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-10/NRCS-CSAF-Mitigation-Activities-List.pdf
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CSAF Mitigation Activity Evaluation Criteria {i}

Criterion 1

= |s the activity expected to result in direct impact on ...
net greenhouse gas emission reduction or removal
within a given scope....as supported by the scientific
literature?

Criterion 2

= Does NRCS have a science-based approach for
guantitatively estimating mitigation benefits using
available NRCS activity data?

Note: “Provisional” designation will no longer be used, as all listed practices are
expected on average to result in net GHG emission reduction or removal as
supported by the scientific literature

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
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FY24 CSAF Mitigation Activities

« 154 activities -
« 53 practices

v’ 13 specific implementations of 12 practices
« 101 enhancements

FY25 CSAF Mitigation Activities

166 activities -

%

»

« 55 practices

v 22 specific implementations of 18 practices

11T enhancements

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS
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Specific Implementations

= Certaln practices are only considered CSAF
Mitigation Activity when implemented in a
specific way
= 367 — Roofs and Covers — when used to cover a
waste a management facility to capture biogas

387 Roofs and Covers 01K | Capture Biogas — Place a . Use 01M when specifically planning a waste facility cover to capture biogas.
{number) rigid, semirigid, or flexible When implemented this way, the practice can lead to reduced CH, emissions
manufactured membrane, as biogas is captured and either flared or used as a natural gas substitute, as
composite material, or roof compared to anuncovered anasrobic lagoon or liquid storage system.
structure placed over a waste ¢  For other applications, such as a rain exclusion cover, use the appropriate
management facility to capture narrative (which would not be a CSAF mitigation activity).
biogas and reduce odor.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS
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Inflation Reduction Act Implementation

* In FY24, NRCS made $5.1 billion available for conservation
« Inflation Reduction Act = $3.1 billion
 Farm Bill = $2 billion
« 97.6% obligation rate of FY24 Inflation Reduction Act financial assistance

# OF INFLATION # OF FARM

REDUCTION ACT PRACTICE BILL PRACTICE
PRACTICE OBLIGATIONS OBLIGATIONS

FY2023 FY2024 FY2023 | FY2024 | FY2023 | Fy2024
Cover Crop (340) 3,324 22,023 12,120 9,995 15.444 32,018
Prescribed Grazing (528) 1446 10,830 9.169 9,188 10,615 20,018
Nutrient Management (590) 879 6,607 4,159 5,738 5038 12,345
{Fggz?t AL a2 el 1,308 6.760 5194 4343 6502 11,103
Pasture and Hay Planting (512) 764 6.544 5540 3,966 6.304 10,510

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS
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Inflation Reduction Act Implementation

FY24 TOTAL INFLATION

FUNDING REDUCTION ACT CONSERVATION ON THE LANDSCAPE
AVAILABLE' REQUESTS

Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP)

Over 25,000% 18,137 landowners received climate focused

$1.675 billion applications contracts on over 6.3 million acres

Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP)

5,269 landowners received climate focused contracts

- 2 H i
$472million | Over 6,900 applications on 5.4 million acres

26 ACEP-ALE agreements funded covering over

Agricultural Conservation Over 1,000? applications | 36,920 acres.

$189 million vt
Easement Program (ACEP) ($488 million) 68 ACEP-WRE agreements funded covering over
9,490 acres.
. . Nearly $5.4 billion More than $1 billion is being invested to advance
g:ﬂr?gf;tfi: GE?‘Z?FRCPP] $754 million requested through 323 | partner-driven solutions to conservation on agricultural
prrog proposals land through 81 new projects and two renewals.

"Walues reflect sequestered fiscal year 2024 program totals. ?Totals include only valid, qualified applications.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS
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There's a lot going on in Measurement, Monitoring, Reporting, and Verification!

NATIONAL STRATEGY TO
ADVANCE AN INTEGRATED
U.S. GREENHOUSE GAS

MEASUREMENT,
MONITORING, AND
INFORMATION SYSTEM

USDA MMRYV

USDA efforts include:

Forest epe s
Partnership for IRA GHG Quantification
Inventory & P Section 21002(a)(2)

Analysis Climate Smart
Commodities

+ lots more! CRP Monitoring
Analysis & Evaluation

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS
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Collaboration among USDA agencies

Agency involved

Natural . . National Office of Energy National
. Resources Agricultural - Economic Agricultural & Institute for | Other -eg
Action area Conservation Resgarch Resgarch Statistics Environmental |Food & Forest Service
. Service Service ; . .
Service Service Policy Agriculture

1) Carbon data

2) GHG data

3) Data infrastructure/capacity

4) Models/tools

5) NRCS practice standards

6) Conservation activity
coverage

7) GHG Inventory &
Assessment Program

Blue = |ead
Brown = working group member

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS
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Using data to Generating

Improving data

improve better
models/tools estimates

4 )

#1: Soil Carbon #5: Conservation
Monitoring & Practice ( #4: Models and \
Research Standards and Tools for Improved
Network with implementation assessing conservation
perennial of GHG outcomes mitigation
biomass mitigation (co-leads: outcomes at
component opportunities \_ NRCS & OEEP) (_ Program level
(lead: NRCS) (lead: NRCS)

. J e N s N

Improved GHG
#2: /#6: Temporal and\ #7: Greenhouse ers:,)timates in
Greenhouse spatial coverage of Gas Inventory and national inventory
Gas Research national Assessment \_ J
Netyvork conservation Program of USDA
(lead: ARS) activity data (lead: OEEP)
(co-leads: \ /

ERS & NASS)
\_ J

#3: Data management infrastructure & capacity Fig 1. lllustrative diagram of action
(co-leads: NRCS & ARS) areas for IRA section 21002(a)(2) -

GHG Quantification

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS
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Quantifying the Benefits

USDA

NRCS Conservation Practices and Greenhouse Gas g NRCS Conservation Practices and Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Information

M itigation I nfo rmation DaSh boa rd Select the NRCS Practice of Interest
|RESiCJEa’d Tillage Management Mo-till b | o

« Mitigation benefits of NRCS Conservation Practices

* |Includes Estimation Approaches and Assumptions, Residue and Tillage Management No-till(329)
Scientific Literatu re References’ and Specific Specific Implementation (when applicable): Not applicable

Summary of Expected Mitigation Benefits: Soil carbon change from decreased soil disturbance, and changes in nitrous oxide emissions due to changes

I m p | e m e ntati 0 n Req U i re m e ntS (if a nY) in the soil environment. Selected References: Huang et al,, 2018; Ogle et al,, 2019; Ruis et al., 2022

Greenhouse Gases Mitigated: Carbon dioxide (CO2), Nitrous oxide (N20)

Estimation Appreach: COMET-Planner

CO I I ET Pla n ner NRCS Key Estimation Assumptions: Conversion from spring conventional tillage (full width) or reduced tillage to NRCS conservation practice standards

. . R R Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till {Code 329) or Residue and Tillage Management, Reduced Till {Code 345). Other cropland management practices
[ Evaluatlon tool deSIgn ed to prOVIde genera | Ized remain the same with adoption of the practice. Estimated do not include potential changes in nitrogen fertilizer that may accompany tillage changes.

. o H H Select References Cited:
e Stl m a te S Of G H G I m p a Cts Of CO n S e rva tl O n p ra Ctl CeS Huang, Y, Ren, W., Wang, L., Hui, D, Grove, 1. H,, Yang, X, Tag, B., & Goff, B. (2018). Greenhouse gas emissions and crop yield in no-tillage systems: A meta-analysis. Agriculture, Ecosystems & Environment, 268,

144-153. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.age=.2018.09.002

Ogle, 5. M, Alsaker, C., Baldock, )., Bernous, M., Breidt, F. 1., McConkey, B., ... & Vazquez-Amabile, G. G. (2013). Climate and soil characteristics determine where no-till management can store carbon in soils and
mitigate greenhouse gas emissions. Scientific reports, 9{1), 116465

FAQS : CI i m ate - S m a rt Ag ri C u Itu re a n d FO restry :j[l:;.i:;;IBIDar;:?;i;?;:IJ;n,llla;oaz,zPl‘j,sisér V. L. (2022). No-till farming and greenhouse gas fluxes: Insights from litersture and experimental data. Soil and Tillage Research, 220, 105353,

Mitigation Activities and Inflation Reduction Act e e e 4 ot B i 16
°

Funding
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https://publicdashboards.dl.usda.gov/t/FPAC_PUB/views/NRCSConservationPracticesandGreenhouseGasMitigation/MitigationSummaries?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y#3
https://publicdashboards.dl.usda.gov/t/FPAC_PUB/views/NRCSConservationPracticesandGreenhouseGasMitigation/MitigationSummaries?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y#3
http://comet-planner.com/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/our-agency/faqs-climate-smart-agriculture-and-forestry-mitigation-activities-and-inflation
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/our-agency/faqs-climate-smart-agriculture-and-forestry-mitigation-activities-and-inflation
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/our-agency/faqs-climate-smart-agriculture-and-forestry-mitigation-activities-and-inflation
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Data Visualization Tools

IRA Data Visualization Tool Farmers.gov

- State-by-state data showing - Additional data
investments for Farm Bill and resources including those
Inflation Reduction Act funding. highlighted on this slide.

« Data is uploaded bi-weekly.  Customer specific tools

and resources.

Financial Assistance Program Easement Program Data

Dashboard « State-by-state data showing

« Data for NRCS’ working land investments for Farm Bill and
financial assistance programs in Inflation Reduction Act funding.
clear, easy-to-interpret charts and * Data is uploaded bi-weekly.
maps.

» Users may view data by contract
count, total treated acres, and
dollars obligated.

RCA DATA VIEWER | Natural Resources Conser

_ I"%
12

Inflation Reduction Act Data Visualization Tool

Region State Program

# of Contracts Total Obligation Acres Contracted

5,287 $391,226,608 4,133,472

Obligation by State and Program Obligation vs Allocation

99.91%

Obligated: $391,226,608
Allocated: $391,579,489

Total Obligations by Program

EQIP-IRA

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS


https://publicdashboards.dl.usda.gov/t/FPAC_PUB/views/FY24IRAReport/FY24IRADashboard?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y
https://www.farmers.gov/data/financial-assistance-overview
https://www.farmers.gov/data/financial-assistance-overview
https://www.farmers.gov/
https://www.farmers.gov/data/easements-overview
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Producer Success Stories

6 anited
a States

\ San Francisco

? o
L _Los Angeles o
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i

Mexico

U México

Link: Inflation Reduction Act in Action StoryMap

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fd32ca8490dc4f15856c6c31fb40f82d
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REAL STORIES.
REAL SUCCESSES.
REALQUICK.

Consehvation .«
AT WORK
Video Series

Conservation at Work was created to help farmers, ranchers and
forestland owners see the benefits of NRCS’ conservation practices and
hear from producers who have successfully implemented them.

REAL STORIES. REAL SUCCESSES. REAL QUICK.

Scan the QR code, or visit: farmers.gov/conservation/conservation-at-
work.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS
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Disclaimer

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex. gender identity (including gender expression). sexual orientation,
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status. income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal
or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all
programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS) at 711. If you are deaf, hard of hearing, or
have a speech disability, please dial 7-1-1 to access telecommunications relay services. Additionally, program information may be
made available in languages other than English. To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA
office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy
of the complaint form., call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2)
fax: (202) 690-7442: or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center
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