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NRCS – Helping People Help the 
Land

Mission Statement
We deliver conservation solutions so agricultural producers can protect 
natural resources and feed a growing world.
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Financial + Technical 
Assistance 

NRCS provides one-on-one, personalized 
advice on solutions to meet the unique 

conservation and business goals of those who 
grow our nation’s food and fiber.

NRCS generates, manages, and shares the 
data, conservation technology and standards 
to assist customers make informed decisions.

It all starts with the Customer’s Land

NRCS helps people make investments in their 
operations and local communities to keep 

working lands working, boost rural economies, 
increase the competitiveness of American 

agriculture, and improve the health of our air, 
water, soil, and habitat.
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Locally Led Conservation

Local Service Centers
approx. 2,300

State and Territorial Offices

National Headquarters
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NRCS invested an average of over $15.5 million 
every day in FY2024 into conservation systems that 

treat natural resource issues while helping 
customer’s operations stay profitable and 

productive.
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Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

• IRA does not create any new programs

• IRA provides NRCS with $19.5 billion in additional funds for its existing 
conservation programs

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
• Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)
• Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)
• Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA).

• IRA invests $300 million to support USDA’s broader Measuring, 
Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MMRV) efforts. 
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A Foundation in Science
• NRCS delivers science-based information…

• To evaluate Natural Resources Concerns
• Soil
• Water
• Air
• Plants
• Animals
• Energy

• Soils Data
• e-Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/field-office-technical-guides
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Delivery of Science
…to help customers effectively manage their natural resources.

CSAF Mitigation Activity List FY25

• Conservation Practice Standards
• Ecological
• Engineering

• Climate-Smart Agriculture & Forestry

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-10/NRCS-CSAF-Mitigation-Activities-List.pdf
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Criterion 1
 Is the activity expected to result in direct impact on …. 

net greenhouse gas emission reduction or removal 
within a given scope….as supported by the scientific 
literature? 

Criterion 2
 Does NRCS have a science-based approach for 

quantitatively estimating mitigation benefits using 
available NRCS activity data?

CSAF Mitigation Activity Evaluation Criteria

Note: “Provisional” designation will no longer be used, as all listed practices are 
expected on average to result in net GHG emission reduction or removal as 
supported by the scientific literature



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS

FY24 CSAF Mitigation Activities
• 154 activities – 

• 53 practices 
 13 specific implementations of 12 practices

• 101 enhancements

FY25 CSAF Mitigation Activities
• 166 activities – 

• 55 practices

 22 specific implementations of 18 practices 

• 111 enhancements
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Specific Implementations
Certain practices are only considered CSAF 

Mitigation Activity when implemented in a 
specific way
 367 – Roofs and Covers – when used to cover a 

waste a management facility to capture biogas
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Inflation Reduction Act Implementation
• In FY24, NRCS made $5.1 billion available for conservation 

• Inflation Reduction Act = $3.1 billion
• Farm Bill = $2 billion

• 97.6% obligation rate of FY24 Inflation Reduction Act financial assistance
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Inflation Reduction Act Implementation
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There’s a lot going on in Measurement, Monitoring, Reporting, and Verification!

USDA MMRV

Forest 
Inventory & 
Analysis

Partnership for 
Climate Smart 
Commodities

CRP Monitoring 
Analysis & Evaluation

+ lots more!

USDA efforts include: 

IRA GHG Quantification 
Section 21002(a)(2)
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Collaboration among USDA agencies
Agency involved

Action area
Natural 
Resources 
Conservation 
Service

Agricultural 
Research 
Service

Economic 
Research 
Service

National 
Agricultural 
Statistics 
Service

Office of Energy 
& 
Environmental 
Policy

National 
Institute for 
Food & 
Agriculture

Other – eg 
Forest Service

1) Carbon data

2) GHG data

3) Data infrastructure/capacity

4) Models/tools

5) NRCS practice standards

6) Conservation activity 
coverage

7) GHG Inventory & 
Assessment Program

Blue = lead
Brown = working group member
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#6: Temporal and 
spatial coverage of 

national 
conservation 
activity data
(co-leads: 

ERS & NASS)

#4: Models and 
Tools for 
assessing 
outcomes
(co-leads: 

NRCS & OEEP)

#7: Greenhouse 
Gas Inventory and 

Assessment 
Program of USDA

(lead: OEEP)

#3: Data management infrastructure & capacity
(co-leads: NRCS & ARS)

#5: Conservation 
Practice 

Standards and 
implementation 

of GHG 
mitigation 

opportunities 
(lead: NRCS)

Improved 
conservation 

mitigation 
outcomes at 

program level

Fig 1. Illustrative diagram of action 
areas for IRA section 21002(a)(2)  - 
GHG Quantification

#1: Soil Carbon 
Monitoring & 

Research 
Network with 

perennial 
biomass 

component
(lead: NRCS)

#2: 
Greenhouse 
Gas Research 

Network
(lead: ARS)

Improved GHG 
estimates in 

national inventory

Improving data Generating 
better 

estimates

Using data to 
improve 

models/tools
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Quantifying the Benefits

NRCS Conservation Practices and Greenhouse Gas 
Mitigation Information Dashboard
• Mitigation benefits of NRCS Conservation Practices
• Includes Estimation Approaches and Assumptions, 

Scientific Literature References, and Specific 
Implementation Requirements (if any)

COMET-Planner 
• Evaluation tool designed to provide generalized 

estimates of GHG impacts of conservation practices

FAQs: Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry 
Mitigation Activities and Inflation Reduction Act 
Funding

https://publicdashboards.dl.usda.gov/t/FPAC_PUB/views/NRCSConservationPracticesandGreenhouseGasMitigation/MitigationSummaries?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y#3
https://publicdashboards.dl.usda.gov/t/FPAC_PUB/views/NRCSConservationPracticesandGreenhouseGasMitigation/MitigationSummaries?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y#3
http://comet-planner.com/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/our-agency/faqs-climate-smart-agriculture-and-forestry-mitigation-activities-and-inflation
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/our-agency/faqs-climate-smart-agriculture-and-forestry-mitigation-activities-and-inflation
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/our-agency/faqs-climate-smart-agriculture-and-forestry-mitigation-activities-and-inflation
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Data Visualization Tools
IRA Data Visualization Tool
• State-by-state data showing 

investments for Farm Bill and 
Inflation Reduction Act funding.

• Data is uploaded bi-weekly.

Financial Assistance Program 
Dashboard
• Data for NRCS’ working land 

financial assistance programs in 
clear, easy-to-interpret charts and 
maps.

• Users may view data by contract 
count, total treated acres, and 
dollars obligated.

Farmers.gov
• Additional data 

resources including those 
highlighted on this slide.

• Customer specific tools 
and resources.

Easement Program Data 
• State-by-state data showing 

investments for Farm Bill and 
Inflation Reduction Act funding.

• Data is uploaded bi-weekly.

https://publicdashboards.dl.usda.gov/t/FPAC_PUB/views/FY24IRAReport/FY24IRADashboard?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y
https://www.farmers.gov/data/financial-assistance-overview
https://www.farmers.gov/data/financial-assistance-overview
https://www.farmers.gov/
https://www.farmers.gov/data/easements-overview
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Producer Success Stories

Link: Inflation Reduction Act in Action StoryMap

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fd32ca8490dc4f15856c6c31fb40f82d


FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION NRCS

20

Conservation at Work was created to help farmers, ranchers and 
forestland owners see the benefits of NRCS’ conservation practices and 
hear from producers who have successfully implemented them.
 
REAL STORIES. REAL SUCCESSES. REAL QUICK. 

Scan the QR code, or visit: farmers.gov/conservation/conservation-at-
work. 
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Thank 
You!
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Disclaimer

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

	Slide Number 1
	NRCS – Helping People Help the Land
	Slide Number 3
	�
	Slide Number 5
	Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
	Slide Number 7
	Delivery of Science�…to help customers effectively manage their natural resources.
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	�
	�
	There’s a lot going on in Measurement, Monitoring, Reporting, and Verification!
	Collaboration among USDA agencies
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22

